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2022 WINDERLEA CLOS VERNIER at
WORDEN HILL VINEYARD PINOT NOIR
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Distinct aromatics of cranberry, blackberry, mulled Bing cherry and orange zes
reach from the glass. Rose petal and rhubarb complement touches of raspber:
candy and fresh fir tips to round out the finish. A refined tannin structure and
layers of flavor combine to produce equal parts restraint and finesse.

This 50 acre site sits high atop and on the western edge of the Dundee Hills. I
currently planted to 24 acres of vines, with the oldest vines originally planted ir
1977. Winderlea is farming and managing the property and in 2021 earned
Demeter Biodynamic® certification for this site. The vineyard faces due south
and sits at an average elevation of 650 feet. Primarily volcanic Jory soil, with a
narrow strip of volcanic Nekia running through the middle. Planted to Pinot noi
Worden Hill also has Pinot Meunier, Chardonnay, and Pinot gris.

A late cold snap and frost near bud break took its toll on many vineyards and
seemed to hit Chardonnay vines particularly hard. The issue wasn’t one of
quality, but quantity. A freeze at bud break (essentially killing off buds) limited
the amount of fruit a vine could produce. In late April of 2022, we prepared fo
a harvest with production down anywhere from 25% to 50%. And then we
started focusing on the hope of secondary buds that survived and thrived and
delivered just slightly lower yields than normal for Pinot noir, but not for
Chardonnay. Weather conditions for the remainder of the growing season w
warm and dry (which we now consider normal). Harvest for Winderlea started
on September 24th and wrapped up on October 21st. The quality of the fruit
was exceptional as are the wines we produced in 2022.

Worden Hill Vineyard Dundee Hills

Old Vine Mix
10.6.22

Aged 10 months in French oak barrels, 23% new
12.6% , 342|5.8

8.22.23
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