
VINEYARD:    Shea | Block 21 AVA:    Yamhill-Carlton  

SELECTIONS:    Pommard | Wädenswil  

HARVEST DATES:    10.6.22  

AGING:    10 months in French oak barrels, 20% new 

ALCOHOL |pH | TA:    12.8% , 3.58 | 5.6  

BOTTLE DATE:    8.21.23 PRESS: Wine Enthusiast 94 Points & Editors’ Choice | 93 Points Vinous  

CASES PRODUCED:    562 cases  
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2022 WINDERLEA SHEA VINEYARD
 PINOT NOIR

 TASTING NOTES from THE WINDERLEA TEAM 
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SHEA VINEYARD | MARINE SEDIMENTARY SOILS

 

 

This impressive wine displays vibrant notes of  red plum, marionberry, 
black cherry, lavender, cigar box, and hints of  earthy minerality. On the palate, 
the wine is structured and restrained, displaying a harmonious acidity and 
integrated tannins. This vintage is a stunning expression of  one of  Oregon’s 
most prized vineyards and will continue to evolve beautifully with age.

Considered to be a “Grand Cru” vineyard of  Oregon. Shea Vineyard sits at 
400-600 feet in elevation in the Yamhill-Carlton AVA. The soils are marine 
sedimentary over fractured sandstone. Shea is 290 acres, 140 planted to 
Pinot noir, 15 to Chardonnay. Less than 24 winemakers from Oregon, 
Washington and California make a Shea wine each year. The characteristics of
wines from the Shea Vineyard are primarily blue and black fruit driven and lush 
in style with refined tannins. Winderlea’s block is Block 21 on the west side 
planted to Pommard and Wadenswil.

A late cold snap and frost near bud break took its toll on many vineyards and 
seemed to hit Chardonnay vines particularly hard.  The issue wasn’t one of  
quality, but quantity.  A freeze at bud break (essentially killing off  buds) limited 
the amount of  fruit a vine could produce.  In late April of  2022, we prepared for
a harvest with production down anywhere from 25% to 50%.  And then we 
started focusing on the hope of  secondary buds that survived and thrived and 
delivered just slightly lower yields than normal for Pinot noir, but not for 
Chardonnay.   Weather conditions  for the remainder of  the growing season were
warm and dry (which we now consider normal).  Harvest for Winderlea started 
on September 24th and wrapped up on October 21st.  The quality of  the fruit 
was exceptional as are the wines we produced in 2022.


